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THE INTERLOCAL PURCHASING SYSTEM (TIPS) 
For 

RFP 170804 Science Equipment and Supplies

General Information 
The Vendor Agreement (“Agreement”) made and entered into by and between The Interlocal 
Purchasing System (hereinafter referred to as “TIPS” respectfully) a government cooperative 
purchasing program authorized by the Region 8 Education Service Center, having its principal place 
of business at 4845 US Hwy 271 North, Pittsburg, Texas 75686. This Agreement consists of the 
provisions set forth below, including provisions of all Attachments referenced herein. In the event 
of a conflict between the provisions set forth below and those contained in any Attachment, the 
provisions set forth shall control. 

The vendor Agreement shall include and incorporate by reference this Agreement, the terms and 
conditions, special terms and conditions, any agreed upon amendments, as well as all of the 
sections of the Solicitation (RFP, RCSP, RFQ) as posted, including any addenda and the awarded 
vendor’s proposal. Once signed, if an awarded vendor’s proposal varies or is unclear in any way 
from the TIPS Agreement, TIPS, at its sole discretion, will decide which provision will prevail. Other 
documents to be included are the awarded vendor’s proposals, task orders, purchase orders and 
any adjustments which have been issued. If deviations are submitted to TIPS by the proposing 
vendor as provided by and within the solicitation process, this Agreement may be amended to 
incorporate any agreed deviations. 

The following pages will constitute the Agreement between the successful vendors(s) and 
TIPS. 

Definitions 
PURCHASE ORDER is the TIPS Member’s approval providing the authority to proceed with 
the negotiated delivery order under the Agreement. Special terms and conditions as agreed 
to between the vendor and TIPS Member should be added as addendums or deleted from 
the PO. Items such as certificate of insurance, bonding requirements, small or disadvantaged 
business goals are examples of possible addenda. 



Terms and Conditions 
Freight 
If applicable. all quotes to Members shall provide a line item for cost for freight or shipping 
regardless if there is a charge or not. If no charge for freight or shipping, indicate by stating “No 
Charge” or “$0” or other similar indication. Shipping, delivery or freight charges shall be passed 
through at cost to the TIPS Member. 

Customer Support 
The Vendor shall provide timely and accurate customer support to TIPS Members. Vendors 
shall respond to such requests within one (1) working day after receipt of the request. Vendor 
shall provide training regarding products and services supplied by the Vendor unless otherwise 
clearly stated in writing at the time of purchase. (Unless training is a line item sold or packaged 
and must be purchased with product.) 
Agreements 

All Agreements and agreements between Vendors and TIPS Members shall strictly adhere to 
all applicable statutes and codes. 
Agreements for purchase will normally be put into effect by means of a purchase order(s) or 
other similar document or contract executed by authorized agent(s) of the purchasing TIPS 
Member. 
Davis Bacon Act requirements will be met for construction and/or repair of buildings unless 
otherwise agreed with the TIPS Member. 
Tax exempt status 
A taxable item sold, leased, rented to, stored, used, or consumed by any of the following 
governmental entities is exempted from the taxes imposed by this chapter:(1) the United 
States; (2) an unincorporated instrumentality of the United States; (3) a corporation that is an 
agency or instrumentality of the United States and is wholly owned by the United States or by 
another corporation wholly owned by the United States;(4) the State of Texas; (5) a Texas 
county, city, special district, or other political subdivision; or (6) a state, or a governmental unit 
of a state that borders Texas, but only to the extent that the other state or governmental unit 
exempts or does not impose a tax on similar sales of items to this state or a political subdivision 
of this state. Texas Tax Code § 151.309. 
Assignments of Agreements 
No assignment of Agreement may be made without the prior written approval of TIPS. Payment 
made by a TIPS Member can only be made to the awarded Vendor or vendor assigned dealer. 
Disclosures 

1. Vendor affirms that he/she has not given, offered to give, nor intends to give at any

time hereafter any economic opportunity, future employment, gift, loan, gratuity,
special discount, trip, favor or service to a public servant in connection with this
Agreement.
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2. Vendor shall attach, in writing, a complete description of any and all relationships that
might be considered a conflict of interest in doing business with TIPS under a TIPS
Agreement.

3. The vendor affirms that, to the best of his/her knowledge, the offer has been arrived at
independently, and is submitted without collusion with anyone to obtain information or
gain any favoritism that would in any way limit competition or give an unfair advantage
over other vendors in the award of this Agreement.

Renewal of Agreements 
The Agreement with TIPS is for three (3) years with an option for renewal for additional one (1) 
consecutive year as provided in the related solicitation as specified on page one of this 
agreement. Total term of Agreement can be up to the number of years provided in the 
solicitation. The renewal option for the one additional year is at the agreement of the parties. 

Automatic Renewal Clauses Incorporated in Awarded Vendor Agreements with TIPS 
Members Resulting from the Solicitation and with the Vendor Named in this Agreement. 

NO AGREEMENT FOR GOODS OR SERVICES WITH A TIPS MEMBER BY THE AWARDED VENDOR 
NAMED IN THIS AGREEMENT THAT RESULTS FROM THE SOLICITATION AWARD NAMED IN THIS 
AGREEMENT, MAY INCORPORATE AN AUTOMATIC RENEWAL CLAUSE WITH WHICH THE TIPS 
MEMBER MUST COMPLY. ALL RENEWAL TERMS INCORPORATED IN AN AGREEMENT BY THE 
VENDOR WITH THE TIPS MEMBER SHALL ONLY BE VALID AND ENFORCEABLE WHEN THE 
VENDOR RECEIVES WRITTEN CONFIRMATION BY PURCHASE ORDER OR EXECUTED AGREEMENT 
ISSUED BY THE TIPS MEMBER FOR ANY RENEWAL PERIOD. THE PURPOSE OF THIS CLAUSE IS TO 
AVOID A TIPS MEMBER INADVERTENTLY RENEWING AN AGREEMENT DURING A PERIOD IN 
WHICH THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE TIPS MEMBER HAS NOT PROPERLY APPROPRIATED AND 
BUDGETED THE FUNDS TO SATISFY THE AGREEMENT RENEWAL.  THIS TERM IS NOT 
NEGOTIABLE AND ANY AGREEMENT BETWEEN A TIPS MEMBER AND A TIPS AWARDED VENDOR 
WITH AN AUTOMATIC RENEWAL CLAUSE THAT CONFLICTS WITH THESE TERMS IS RENDERED 
VOID AND UNENFORCEABLE AS TO THE AUTOMATIC RENEWAL CLAUSE. 

Shipments (If Applicable) 
The Vendor shall ship ordered products within a commercially reasonable time after the receipt 
of the order. If a product cannot be shipped within that time, the Vendor shall notify TIPS and 
the TIPS Member as to why the product has not shipped and shall provide an estimated 
shipping date, if applicable. TIPS or the TIPS Member may cancel the order if estimated 
shipping time is not acceptable. 

Invoices 
The Vendor or, if applicable, the vendor assigned dealer shall submit invoices, to the TIPS 
Member.  Each invoice shall include the TIPS Member’s purchase order number.  The shipment 

3 of 11 
TIPS VENDOR AGREEMENT- NON-JOC 
Ver.08022017.rp 



tracking number or pertinent information for verification of TIPS Member receipt shall be made 
available upon request. The Vendor or vendor assigned dealer shall not invoice for partial 
shipments unless agreed to in writing in advance by TIPS or the TIPS Member. 

Payments 
The TIPS Member will make payments directly to the Vendor or vendor assigned dealer as 
agreed by the TIPS Member. 

Pricing 
The Vendor agrees to provide pricing to TIPS and TIPS Member entities that is at least equal to 
the lowest pricing available from the vendor to like cooperative purchasing customers in like 
situations and the pricing shall remain so throughout the duration of the Agreement. 

All pricing submitted to TIPS shall include the participation fee, as designated in the solicitation 
or as otherwise agreed in writing, to be remitted to TIPS by the Vendor. Vendor shall not show 
adding the fee to the invoice presented to TIPS Member customer. Failure to render the 
participation fee to TIPS shall constitute a breach of this agreement and shall be grounds for 
termination of this agreement and any other agreement held with TIPS. 

Participation Fees 
Fees for this award are 2%.
Vendor or vendor assigned dealer agrees to pay TIPS on a monthly scheduled report the 
participation fee for all Agreement sales to Tips Members utilizing a TIPS awarded contract. 
Vendor must login to the TIPS database and use the “Submission Report” section to report 
sales. The Vendor or vendor assigned dealers are responsible for keeping records of all sales 
that go through the TIPS Agreement. Failure to pay the participation fee will result in 
termination of Agreement. Please contact TIPS at tips@tips-usa.com or call (866) 839-8477 if 
you have questions about paying fees. 

Indemnity 

2. Indemnity for Personality Agreements. Vendor agrees to indemnify and hold harmless
and defend TIPS, TIPS Member(s), officers and employees, from and against all claims
and suits for damages, injuries to persons (including death), property damages, losses,
and expenses including court costs and attorney’s fees, arising out of, or resulting from,
Vendor’s performance of this Agreement or sales made to TIPS Members under this
agreement , including all such causes of action based upon common, constitutional, or
statutory law, or based in whole or in part, upon allegations of negligent or intentional
acts on the part of the Vendor, its officers, employees, agents, subcontractors,
licensees, invitees, unless such claims are based in whole upon the negligent acts or
omissions of the TIPS, TIPS Member(s), officers, employees, or agents. If based in part
upon the negligent acts or omissions of the TIPS, TIPS Member(s), officers, employees,
or agents, Vendor shall be responsible for their proportional share of the claim.
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2. Indemnity for Performance Agreements. The Vendor agrees to indemnify and hold
harmless and defend TIPS, TIPS Member(s), officers and employees from and against all
claims and suits for damages, injuries to persons (including death), property damages,
losses, and expenses including court costs and attorney’s fees, arising out of, or resulting
from, Vendor’s work under this Agreement, including all such causes of action based upon
common, constitutional, or statutory law, or based in whole or in part, upon allegations
of negligent or intentional acts on the part of the Vendor, its officers, employees, agents,
subcontractors, licensees, or invitees, unless such claims are based in whole upon the
negligent acts or omissions of the TIPS, TIPS Member(s), officers, employees, or agents. If
based in part upon the negligent acts or omissions of the TIPS, TIPS Member(s), officers,
employees, or agents, Vendor shall be responsible for their proportional share of the
claim.

State of Texas Franchise Tax 
By signature hereon, the bidder hereby certifies that he/she is not currently delinquent in the 
payment of any franchise taxes owed the State of Texas under Chapter 171, Tax Code. 

Miscellaneous 
Nothing in the Agreement or in any other communication between TIPS and the Vendor may be 
construed as a guarantee that TIPS Members will submit any orders at any time. TIPS reserves 
the right to request additional proposals for items already on Agreement at any time. 

Purchase Order Pricing/Product Deviation 
If a deviation of agreed pricing/product on a purchase order form a TIPS Member pursuant to 
this Agreement occurs, TIPS shall be notified within 48 hours of receipt of order. 

Termination for Convenience 
TIPS reserves the right to terminate this agreement for cause or no cause for convenience with 
a thirty-day written notice. Termination for convenience is required under Federal Regulations 
2 CFR part 200. All purchase orders presented to the Vendor by a TIPS Member prior to the 
actual termination of this agreement shall be honored at the option of the TIPS Member. The 
awarded vendor may terminate the agreement with ninety (90) days written notice to TIPS 
4845 US Hwy North, Pittsburg, Texas 75686. 

TIPS Member Purchasing Procedures 
Purchase orders or their equal are issued by participating TIPS Member to the awarded vendor 
indicating on the PO “TIPS Agreement Number”. Order is emailed to TIPS at tipspo@tips- 
usa.com. 

• Awarded vendor delivers goods/services directly to the participating Member.
• Awarded vendor invoices the participating TIPS Member directly.
• Awarded vendor receives payment directly from the participating Member.
• Awarded vendor reports sales monthly to TIPS (unless prior arrangements have been

made with TIPS to report otherwise).
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Supplemental Agreements 
The TIPS Member and awarded vendor may enter into a separate supplemental agreement to 
further define the level of service requirements over and above the minimum defined in this 
Agreement i.e. invoice requirements, ordering requirements, specialized delivery, etc. Any 
supplemental agreement developed as a result of this Agreement is exclusively between the 
participating entity and awarded vendor. TIPS, its agents, TIPS Members and employees shall 
not be made party to any claim for breach of such agreement. 
INDEMNITY UNDER A SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT: 
ANY SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TIPS OR A TIPS MEMBER AND THE VENDOR 
THAT REQUIRES TIPS OR THE TIPS MEMBER TO INDEMNIFY ANY OTHER PARTY, EXCEPT TO 
THE EXTENT PERMITTED BY THE APPLICABLE CONSTITUTION, LAWS OR REGULATIONS OF THE 
JURISDICTION OF THE LOCATION OF THE TIPS MEMBER OR THE LOCATION OF THE 
PERFOMANCE OF THE CONTRACT UNDER THIS AGREEMENT, IS NOT PERMITTED UNDER THIS 
AGREEMENT AND RENDERS THE INDEMNITY REQUIREMENT NULL AND VOID AS IT APPLIES 
TO TIPS OR THE TIPS MEMBER’S RESPONSIBILTY TO INDEMNIFY ANY PARTY. 

Licenses 
Awarded vendor shall maintain, in current status, all federal, state and local licenses, bonds and 
permits required for the operation of the business conducted by awarded vendor. Awarded 
vendor shall remain fully informed of and in compliance with all ordinances and regulations 
pertaining to the lawful provision of services under the Agreement. TIPS reserves the right to 
stop work and/or cancel Agreement of any awarded vendor whose license(s) expire, lapse, are 
suspended or terminated. 

Novation 
If awarded vendor sells or transfers all assets or the entire portion of the assets used to 
perform this Agreement, a successor in interest must guarantee to perform all obligations 
under this Agreement. TIPS reserves the right to accept or reject assignment of this agreement. 
A simple change of name agreement will not change the Agreement obligations of awarded 
vendor. 

Site Requirements (Only when applicable to service or job) 
Cleanup: Awarded vendor shall clean up and remove all debris and rubbish resulting from their 
work as required or directed by TIPS Member. Upon completion of work, the premises shall be 
left in good repair and an orderly, neat, clean and unobstructed condition. 
Preparation: Awarded vendor shall not begin a project for which TIPS Member has not 
prepared the site, unless awarded vendor does the preparation work at no cost, or until TIPS 
Member includes the cost of site preparation in a purchase order. 
Site preparation includes, but is not limited to: moving furniture, installing wiring for networks 
or power, and similar pre-installation requirements. 
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Registered sex offender restrictions: For work to be performed at schools, awarded vendor 
agrees that no employee of a sub-contractor who has been adjudicated to be a registered sex 
offender will perform work at any time when students are or reasonably expected to be 
present. Awarded vendor agrees that a violation of this condition shall be considered a material 
breach and may result in the cancellation of the purchase order at the TIPS Member’s 
discretion. Awarded vendor must identify any additional costs associated with compliance of 
this term. If no costs are specified, compliance with this term will be provided at no additional 
charge. 

Safety measures: Awarded vendor shall take all reasonable precautions for the safety of 
employees on the worksite, and shall erect and properly maintain all necessary safeguards for 
protection of workers and the public. Awarded vendor shall post warning signs against all 
hazards created by the operation and work in progress. Proper precautions shall be taken 
pursuant to state law and standard practices to protect workers, general public and existing 
structures from injury or damage. 

Smoking 
Persons working under Agreement shall adhere to local smoking policies. Smoking will only be 
permitted in posted areas or off premises. 

Invoices 
The awarded vendor shall submit invoices to the TIPS Member clearly stating “Per TIPS 
Agreement”. The shipment tracking number or other applicable pertinent information for 
verification shall be made available upon request. 

Marketing 
Awarded vendor agrees to allow TIPS to use their name and logo within the TIPS website, 
marketing materials and advertisement. Any use of TIPS name and logo or any form of publicity, 
inclusive of press release, regarding this Agreement by awarded vendor must have prior 
approval from TIPS and approval of which, shall not be unreasonably withheld by TIPS. 

Survival Clause 
All applicable software license agreements, warranties or service agreements that were 
entered into between Vendor and Customer under the terms and conditions of the Agreement 
shall survive the expiration or termination of the Agreement. All Orders, Purchase Orders issued 
or contracts executed by TIPS or a TIPS Member and accepted by the Vendor prior to the 
expiration or termination of this agreement, shall survive expiration or termination of the 
Agreement, subject to previously agreed terms and conditions agreed by the parties or as 
otherwise specified herein relating to termination of this agreement. 
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Legal obligations 
It is the responding vendor’s responsibility to be aware of and comply with all local, state and 
federal laws governing the sale of products/services identified in this RFP and any awarded 
Agreement thereof. Applicable laws and regulations must be followed even if not specifically 
identified herein. 

Audit rights 
Awarded Vendor shall, at their sole expense, maintain appropriate due diligence of all 
purchases made by TIPS Member that utilizes this Agreement. TIPS and Region 8 ESC each 
reserve the right to audit the accounting for a period of three (3) years from the time such 
purchases are made. This audit right shall survive termination of this Agreement for a period of 
three (3) years from the effective date of termination. TIPS shall have authority to conduct 
random audits of Awarded Vendor’s pricing that is offered to TIPS Members. Notwithstanding 
the foregoing, in the event that TIPS is made aware of any pricing being offered to eligible 
entities that is materially inconsistent with the pricing under this agreement, TIPS shall have the 
ability to conduct the audit internally or may engage a third-party auditing firm. In the event of 
an audit, the requested materials shall be provided in the format and at the location designated 
by Region 8 ESC or TIPS. Tips shall bear the cost of such audit requested by TIPS, but all 
documents maintained by the vendor shall be produced and made available to TIPS or its 
agents at no cost. 

Force Majeure 
If by reason of Force Majeure, either party hereto shall be rendered unable wholly or in part to 
carry out its obligations under this Agreement then such party shall give notice and fully 
particulars of Force Majeure in writing to the other party within a reasonable time after 
occurrence of the event or cause relied upon, and the obligation of the party giving such notice, 
so far as it is affected by such Force Majeure, shall be suspended during the continuance of the 
inability then claimed, except as hereinafter provided, but for no longer period, and such party 
shall endeavor to remove or overcome such inability with all reasonable dispatch. 

Acceptance of work by TIPS Member 
When a Vendor performs services for a TIPS Member, the TIPS Member will inspect the work 
for acceptance under the scope and terms in the PO. The TIPS Member will request any 
corrective actions that are required. Upon completion of these actions and not before, the TIPS 
Member will be obligated to compensate the Vendor as agreed. 

Support Requirements 
If there is a dispute between the awarded vendor and TIPS Member, TIPS or its representatives 
will assist in conflict resolution or third party (mandatory mediation), if requested by either 
party. TIPS, or its representatives, reserves the right to inspect any project and audit the 
awarded vendors TIPS project files, documentation and correspondence. 
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Bonding 
Only when applicable, performance bonds and payment bonds will be required on construction 
or labor required jobs. Awarded vendor will meet the TIPS member’s local and state purchasing 
requirements. Awarded vendors may need to provide additional capacity as jobs increase. 
Bonds will not require that a fee be paid to TIPS. The actual cost of the bond will be a pass 
through to the TIPS member and added to the purchase order or Agreement. 

Incorporation of Solicitation 
The TIPS Solicitation, Request for Proposals, Request for Qualifications or the Request for 
Competitive Sealed Proposals solicitation and all associated documents and forms made part of 
the solicitation process, including any addenda, that resulted in the execution of this 
agreement are hereby incorporated by reference into this agreement as if copied verbatim. 

Scope of Services 
The specific scope of work for each job shall be determined in advance and in writing between 
TIPS Member and Awarded vendor. It is okay if the TIPS member provides a general scope, but 
the awarded vendor should provide a written scope of work to the TIPS member as part of the 
proposal. Once the scope of the job is agreed to, the TIPS member will issue a PO and/or an 
Agreement with the estimate referenced as an attachment along with bond and any other 
special provisions agreed to for the TIPS member. If special terms and conditions other than 
those covered within this solicitation and awarded Agreements are required, they will be 
attached to the PO and shall take precedence over those in the base Agreement. 

Project Delivery Order Procedures 
The TIPS member having approved and signed an interlocal agreement, or other TIPS 
membership document, may make a request of the awarded vendor under this Agreement 
when the TIPS member has services that need to be undertaken. Notification may occur via 
phone, the web, email, fax, or in person. 
Upon notification of a pending request, the awarded vendor shall make contact with the TIPS 
member as soon as possible, but must make contact with the TIPS member within two working 
days. 

Scheduling of Construction Projects (when applicable) 
Scheduling of projects (if applicable) will be accomplished when the TIPS member issues a 
purchase order that will serve as “the notice to proceed”. The period for the delivery order will 
include the mobilization, materials purchase, installation and delivery, design, weather, and 
site cleanup and inspection. No additional claims may be made for delays as a result of these 
items. When the tasks have been completed the awarded vendor shall notify the client and 
have the TIPS member inspect the work for acceptance under the scope and terms in the PO. 
The TIPS member will issue in writing any corrective actions that are required. Upon 
completion of these items, the TIPS member will issue a completion notice and final payment 
will be issued. 
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Special Terms and Conditions 

It is the intent of TIPS to Agreement with a reliable, high performance vendor to supply 
products and services to government and educational agencies. It is the experience of TIPS that 
the following procedures provide TIPS, the Vendor, and the participating agency the necessary 
support to facilitate a mutually beneficial relationship. The specific procedures will be 
negotiated with the successful vendor. 

• Agreements: All orders made by TIPS Members to the awarded vendor must be
emailed to TIPS at tipspo@tips-usa.com. Should a TIPS Member send an order direct to
vendor, it is the vendor’s responsibility to forward the order to TIPS at the email above
within three (3) business days and confirm its receipt with TIPS.

• Promotion of Agreement: It is agreed that Vendor will encourage all eligible entities to
purchase from the TIPS Program. Encouraging entities to purchase directly from the
Vendor and not through TIPS Agreement is a breach of this agreement terms and
conditions and will result in termination and rescission of this agreement and removal of
the Vendor from the TIPS Program.

• Daily Order Confirmation: All Agreement purchase orders will be approved daily by TIPS
and sent to vendor. The vendor must confirm receipt of orders to the TIPS Member
(customer) within two (2) business days.

• Vendor custom website for TIPS: If Vendor is hosting a custom TIPS Agreement catalog
website, then any updated pricing must be posted by 1st of each month. Any increase in
a “catalog” price, as defined herein, is not effective until it is published in the vendor’s
“catalog” as defined herein.

• Back Ordered Products: If product is not expected to ship within 7 business days,
customer is to be notified within 24 hours of order receipt and appropriate action taken
based on customer request.

Page 11 of 11 will be the TIPS Vendor Agreement Signature Page 
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Meredith Barton

Vice-President of Operations

10/24/17
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The Interlocal Purchasing System (TIPS Cooperative)
Supplier Response

Bid Information Contact Information Ship to Information

Bid Creator Rick Powell General Address Region 8 Education Address
Counsel/Procurement Service Center
Compliance Officer 4845 US Highway 271

Email rick.powell@tips-usa.com North Contact
Phone (903) 575-2689 Pittsburg, TX 75686
Fax Contact Kristie Collins - Department

Contracts Support Building
Bid Number 170804
Title Science Equipment and Department Floor/Room

Supplies Building Telephone
Bid Type RFP Fax
Issue Date 8/3/2017 03:03 PM (CT) Floor/Room Email
Close Date 9/15/2017 03:00:00 PM (CT) Telephone (866) 839-8477

Fax (866) 839-8472
Email bids@tips-usa.com

Supplier Information

Company SouthernScience Supply
Address 2914 Oakleaf Drive

San Antonio, TX 78209
Contact
Department
Building
Floor/Room
Telephone (210) 887-0479
Fax (210) 805-9319
Email
Submitted 8/14/2017 11:37:00 AM (CT)
Total $0.00

By submitting your response, you certify that you are authorized to represent and bind your company.

Signature Carol Espensen Email carol@southernsciencesupply.com

Supplier Notes

Discounts vary depending on quantity requested. All discounts apply to current 2016-2017 catalogs and price lists and will be
replaced by upcoming 2017-2018 catalogs and price lists.

Bid Notes

Bid Activities

Bid Messages
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Bid Attributes
Please review the following and respond where necessary
# Name Note Response

1 Yes - No Disadvantaged/Minority/Women Business Enterprise - Yes
D/M/WBE (Required by some participating governmental
entities) Vendor certifies that their firm is a D/M/WBE?
Vendor must upload proof of certification to the ”Response
Attachments” D/M/WBE CERTIFICATES section.

2 Yes - No Historically Underutilized Business - HUB (Required by Yes
some
participating governmental entities) Vendor certifies that
their firm is a HUB as defined by the State of Texas at
https://comptroller.texas.gov/purchasing/vendor/hub/
or in a HUBZone as defined by the US Small Business
Administration at
https://www.sba.gov/offices/headquarters/ohp
Proof of one or both may be submitted. Vendor must
upload proof of certification to the “Response
Attachments” HUB CERTIFICATES section.

3 Yes - No The Vendor can provide services and/or products to all 50 Yes
US States?

4 States Served: If answer is NO to question #3, please list which states can
be served. (Example: AR, OK, TX)

5 Company and/or Product Description: This information will appear on the TIPS website in the Maximum 4000 characters
company profile section, if awarded a TIPS contract. (Limit allowedMagnify what you do with
750 characters.) the MicroSight and ProScope

microscopes. These magnificent
microscopes are available in USB,
WiFi, and portable models and will
allow you to see the world in brilliant
detail. Many accessories are
available for each model as well as
unique specimen observation kits,
activity books, and lesson plan
booklets. Come scope us out!

6 Primary Contact Name Primary Contact Name CAROL ESPENSEN

7 Primary Contact Title Primary Contact Title President

8 Primary Contact Email Primary Contact Email carol@southernsciencesupply.com

9 Primary Contact Phone Enter 10 digit phone number. (No dashes or extensions) 2108870479
Example: 8668398477

10 Primary Contact Fax Enter 10 digit phone number. (No dashes or extensions) 2108059319
Example: 8668398477

11 Primary Contact Mobile Enter 10 digit phone number. (No dashes or extensions) 2108870479
Example: 8668398477

12 Secondary Contact Name Secondary Contact Name None

13 Secondary Contact Title Secondary Contact Title None

14 Secondary Contact Email Secondary Contact Email None

15 Secondary Contact Phone Enter 10 digit phone number. (No dashes or extensions) None
Example: 8668398477
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16 Secondary Contact Fax Enter 10 digit phone number. (No dashes or extensions)
Example: 8668398477

17 Secondary Contact Mobile Enter 10 digit phone number. (No dashes or extensions)
Example: 8668398477

18 Admin Fee Contact Name Admin Fee Contact Name. This person is responsible for Carol Espensen
paying the admin fee to TIPS.

19 Admin Fee Contact Email Admin Fee Contact Email carol@southernsciencesupply.com

20 Admin Fee Contact Phone Enter 10 digit phone number. (No dashes or extensions) 2108870479
Example: 8668398477

21 Purchase Order Contact Name Purchase Order Contact Name. This person is responsible Carol Espensen
for receiving Purchase Orders from TIPS.

22 Purchase Order Contact Email Purchase Order Contact Email carol@southernsciencesupply.com

23 Purchase Order Contact Phone Enter 10 digit phone number. (No dashes or extensions) 218870479
Example: 8668398477

24 Company Website Company Website (Format - www.company.com) www.southernsciencesupply.com

25 Federal ID Number: Federal ID Number also known as the Employer 45-4374443
Identification Number. (Format - 12-3456789)

26 Primary Address Primary Address 2914 Oakleaf Drive

27 Primary Address City Primary Address City San Antonio

28 Primary Address State Primary Address State (2 Digit Abbreviation) Texas

29 Primary Address Zip Primary Address Zip 78209

30 Search Words: Please list search words to be posted in the TIPS digital microscopes, microscopes,
database about your company that TIPS website users microscope kits, specimens,
might search. Words may be product names, specimen kits,
manufacturers, or other words associated with the
category of award. YOU MAY NOT LIST
NON-CATEGORY ITEMS. (Limit 500 words) (Format:
product, paper, construction, manufacturer name, etc.)

31 Yes - No Most of our members receive Federal Government grants Yes
and they make up a significant portion of their budgets.
The members need to know if your company is willing to
sell to them when they spend federal budget funds on their
purchase. There are attributes that follow that are
provisions from the federal regulations in 2 CFR part 200.
Your answers will determine if your award will be
designated as Federal or Education Department General
Administrative Regulations (EDGAR)compliant. Is it your
intent to be able to sell to our members regardless of the
fund source, whether it be local, state or federal?

32 Yes - No Certification of Residency (Required by the State of Yes
Texas) The vendor's ultimate parent company or majority
owner:

(A) has its principal place of business in Texas;

OR

(B) employs at least 500 persons in Texas?

33 Company Residence (City) Vendor's principal place of business is in the city of? San Antonio
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34 Company Residence (State) Vendor's principal place of business is in the state of? Texas

35 Felony Conviction Notice: (Required by the State of Texas) My firm is, as outlined on (No Response Required)
PAGE 5 in the Instructions to Bidders document:
(Questions 36 - 37) Statutory citation covering notification
of criminal history of contractor is found in the Texas
Education Code #44.034.
Following is an example of a felony conviction notice:
State of Texas Legislative Senate Bill No. 1, Section
44.034, Notification of Criminal History, Subsection (a),
states “a
person or business entity that enters into a contract with a
school district or ESC 8/TIPS must give advance notice to
the district or ESC 8/TIPS if the person or an owner or
operator of the business entity has been convicted of a
felony.
The notice must include a general description of the
conduct resulting in the conviction of a felony.”
Subsection (b) states “a school district may terminate a
contract with a person or business entity if the district
determines
that the person or business entity failed to give notice as
required by Subsection (a) or misrepresented the conduct
resulting in the conviction. The district must compensate
the person or business entity for services performed
before the
termination of the contract.”

36 Yes - No A publicly held corporation; therefore, this reporting No
requirement is not applicable?

37 Yes - No Is owned or operated by individual(s) who has/have been No
convicted of a felony?

38 If your firm is owned or operated by the following Please provide details of the conviction. This is not
individual(s) who has/have been convicted of a necessarily a disqualifying factor and the details of the
felony: conviction determines the eligibility. Providing false or

misleading information about the conviction is illegal.

39 Pricing Information: Pricing information section. (Questions 39 - 43) (No Response Required)

40 Discount Offered What is the MINIMUM percentage discount off of any item 5%
or service you offer to TIPS Members that is in your
regular catalog (as defined in the RFP document),
website, store or shelf pricing? This is a ceiling on your
pricing and not a floor because, in order to be more
competitive in the individual circumstance, you may offer a
larger discount depending on the items or services
purchased and the quantity at time of sale. Must answer
with a number between 0% and 100%.

41 TIPS administration fee By submitting a proposal, I agree that all pricing submitted (No Response Required)
to TIPS shall include the participation fee, as designated
in the solicitation or as otherwise agreed in writing and
shall be remitted to TIPS by the Vendor as agreed in the
Vendor agreement. I agree that the fee shall not and will
not be added by the vendor as a separate line item on a
TIPS member invoice, quote, proposal or any other written
communications with the TIPS member.

42 Yes - No Vendor agrees to remit to TIPS the required administration Yes
fee?
TIPS/ESC Region 8 is required by Texas Government
Code § 791 to be compensated for its work and thus,
failure to agree shall render your response void and it will
not be considered.
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43 Yes - No Do you offer additional discounts to TIPS members for Yes
large order quantities or large scope of work?

44 Start Time Average start time after receipt of customer order is ____ 2
working days?

45 Years Experience Company years experience in this category? 5

46 Resellers: Does the vendor have resellers that it will name under this No
contract? Resellers are defined as other companies that
sell your products under an agreement with you, the
awarded vendor of TIPS.
EXAMPLE: Walmart is a reseller of Samsung Electronics.
If Samsung were a TIPS awarded vendor, then Samsung
would list Walmart as a reseller.
(If applicable, vendor should download the
Reseller/Dealers spreadsheet from the Attachments
section, fill out the form and submit the document in the
”Response Attachments” RESELLERS section.

47 Prices are guaranteed for? Vendor agrees to honor the pricing discount off regular YES
catalog (as defined in the RFP document), website, store
or shelf pricing for the term of the award?

48 Right of Refusal Does the proposing vendor wish to reserve the right not to Yes
perform under the awarded agreement with a TIPS
member at vendor's discretion?

49 NON-COLLUSIVE BIDDING CERTIFICATE By submission of this bid or proposal, the Bidder certifies (No Response Required)
that:

1) This bid or proposal has been independently arrived
at without collusion with any other Bidder or with any
Competitor;
2) This bid or proposal has not been knowingly
disclosed and will not be knowingly disclosed, prior to the
opening of bids, or proposals for this project, to any other
Bidder, Competitor or potential competitor:
3) No attempt has been or will be made to induce any
other person, partnership or corporation to submit or not
to submit a bid or proposal;
4) The person signing this bid or proposal certifies that
he has fully informed himself regarding the accuracy of the
statements contained in this certification, and under the
penalties being applicable to the Bidder as well as to the
person signing in its behalf. Not a negotiable term. Failure
to agree will render your proposal non-responsive and it
will not be considered.

50 CONFLICT OF INTEREST QUESTIONNAIRE - If you have a conflict of interest as described in this form No
FORM CIQ or the Local Government Code Chapter 176, cited therein-

you are required to complete and file with TIPS, Richard
Powell, 4845 US Highway 271 North, Pittsburg, Texas
75686

You may find the Blank CIQ form on our website at:

Copy and Paste the following link into a new browser or
tab:
https://www.tips-usa.com/assets/documents/docs/CIQ.pdf

Do you have any conflicts under this statutory
requirement?

51 Filing of Form CIQ If yes (above), have you filed a form CIQ as directed here?
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52 Regulatory Standing I certify to TIPS for the proposal attached that my Yes
company is in good standing with all governmental
agencies Federal or state that regulate any part of our
business operations. If not, please explain in the next
attribute question.

53 Regulatory Standing Regulatory Standing explanation of no answer on previous
question.

54 Antitrust Certification Statements (Tex. By submission of this bid or proposal, the Bidder certifies (No Response Required)
Government Code § 2155.005) that:

I affirm under penalty of perjury of the laws of the State of
Texas that:
(1) I am duly authorized to execute this contract on my
own behalf or on behalf of the company, corporation, firm,
partnership or individual (Company) listed below;
(2) In connection with this bid, neither I nor any
representative of the Company has violated any provision
of the Texas Free Enterprise and Antitrust Act, Tex. Bus.
& Comm. Code Chapter 15;
(3) In connection with this bid, neither I nor any
representative of the Company has violated any federal
antitrust law;
(4) Neither I nor any representative of the Company has
directly or indirectly communicated any of the contents of
this bid to a competitor of the Company or any other
company, corporation, firm, partnership or individual
engaged in the same line of business as the Company.
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55 Suspension or Debarment Instructions Instructions for Certification: (No Response Required)
1. By agreeing to the Attribute question #56, the vendor
and prospective lower tier participant is providing the
certification set out herein in accordance with these
instructions.
2. The certification in this clause is a material
representation of fact upon which reliance was placed
when this transaction was entered into. If it is later
determined that the prospective lower tier participant
knowingly rendered an erroneous certification in addition
to other remedies available to the federal government, the
department or agency with which this transaction
originated may pursue available remedies, including
suspension and / or debarment.
3. The prospective lower tier participant shall provide
immediate written notice to the person to which this
proposal is submitted if at any time the prospective lower
tier participant learns that its certification was erroneous
when submitted or has become erroneous by reason of
changed circumstances.
4. The terms “covered transaction,” “debarred,”
“suspended,” “ineligible,” “lower tier covered transaction,”
“participants,” “person,” “primary covered transaction,”
“principal,” “proposal” and “voluntarily excluded,” as used
in this clause, have the meanings set out in the Definitions
and Coverage sections of rules implementing Executive
Order 12549. You may contact the person to which this
proposal is submitted for assistance in obtaining a copy of
those regulations.
5. The prospective lower tier participant agrees by
submitting this form that, should the proposed covered
transaction be entered into, it shall not knowingly enter
into any lower tier covered transaction with a person who
is debarred, suspended, declared ineligible or voluntarily
excluded from participation in this covered transaction,
unless authorized by the department or agency with which
this transaction originated.
6. The prospective lower tier participant further agrees by
submitting this form that it will include this clause titled
“Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension,
Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion-Lower Tier Covered
Transaction” without modification in all lower tier covered
transactions and in all solicitations for lower tier covered
transactions.
7. A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a
certification of a prospective participant in a lower tier
covered transaction that it is not debarred, suspended,
ineligible or voluntarily excluded from the covered
transaction, unless it knows that the certification is
erroneous. A participant may decide the method and
frequency by which it determines the eligibility of its
principals. Each participant may, but is not required to,
check the Nonprocurement List.
8. Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to
require establishment of a system of records in order to
render in good faith the certification required by this
clause. The knowledge and information of a participant is
not required to exceed that which is normally possessed
by a prudent person in the ordinary course of business
dealings.
9. Except for transactions authorized under paragraph 5 of
these instructions, if a participant in a covered transaction
knowingly enters into a lower tier covered transaction with
a person who is suspended, debarred, ineligible or
voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction,
in addition to other remedies available to the federal
government, the department or agency with which this
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transaction originated may pursue available remedies,
including suspension and / or debarment.

56 Suspension or Debarment Certification Debarment and Suspension (Executive Orders 12549 and Yes
12689)—A contract award (see 2 CFR 180.220) must not
be made to parties listed on the governmentwide
exclusions in the System for Award Management (SAM),
in accordance with the OMB guidelines at 2 CFR 180 that
implement Executive
Orders 12549 (3 CFR part 1986 Comp., p. 189) and
12689 (3 CFR part 1989 Comp., p. 235), “Debarment and
Suspension.” SAM Exclusions contains the names of
parties debarred, suspended, or otherwise excluded by
agencies, as well as parties declared ineligible under
statutory or regulatory authority other than Executive Order
12549.

By submitting this offer and certifying this section, this
bidder:
Certifies that no suspension or debarment is in place,
which would preclude receiving a federally funded contract
as described above.

57 Non-Discrimination Statement and Certification In accordance with Federal civil rights law, all U.S. Yes
Departments, including the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its
Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions
participating in or administering USDA programs are
prohibited from discriminating based on race, color,
national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including
gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age,
marital status, family/parental status, income derived from
a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or
activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply
to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines
vary by program or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of
communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large
print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should
contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800)
877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made
available in languages other than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the
USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027,
found online at How to File a Program Discrimination
Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the
information requested in the form. To request a copy of
the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your
completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue,
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202)
690-7442; or (3)
email: program.intake@usda.gov.
(Title VI of the Education Amendments of 1972; Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; the Age
Discrimination Act of 1975; Title 7 CFR Parts 15, 15a, and
15b; the Americans with Disabilities Act; and FNS
Instruction 113-1, Civil Rights Compliance and
Enforcement – Nutrition Programs and Activities)
All U.S. Departments, including the USDA are equal
opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Not a negotiable term. Failure to agree will render your
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proposal non-responsive and it will not be considered. I
certify that in the performance of a contract with TIPS or
its members, that our company will conform to the
foregoing anti-discrimination statement and comply with
the cited and all other applicable laws and regulations.

58 2 CFR PART 200 Contract Provisions Required Federal contract provisions of Federal (No Response Required)
Explanation Regulations for Contracts for contracts with ESC Region 8

and TIPS Members:
The following provisions are required to be in place and
agreed if the procurement is funded in any part with federal
funds.
The ESC Region 8 and TIPS Members are the subgrantee
or Subrecipient by definition. Most of the provisions are
located in 2 CFR PART 200 - Appendix II to Part
200—Contract Provisions for Non-Federal Entity Contracts
Under Federal Awards at 2 CFR PART 200. Others are
included within 2 CFR part 200 et al.
In addition to other provisions required by the Federal
agency or non-Federal entity, all contracts made by the
non-Federal entity under the Federal award must contain
provisions covering the following, as applicable.

59 2 CFR PART 200 Contracts Contracts for more than the simplified acquisition threshold Yes
currently set at $150,000, which is the inflation adjusted
amount determined by the Civilian Agency Acquisition
Council and the Defense Acquisition Regulations Council
(Councils) as authorized by 41 U.S.C. 1908, must address
administrative, contractual, or legal remedies in instances
where contractors violate or breach contract terms, and
provide for such sanctions and penalties as appropriate.
Notice: Pursuant to the above, when federal funds are
expended by ESC Region 8 and TIPS Members, ESC
Region 8 and TIPS Members reserves all rights and
privileges under the applicable laws and regulations with
respect to this procurement in the event of breach of
contract by either party.
Does vendor agree?

60 2 CFR PART 200 Termination Termination for cause and for convenience by the grantee Yes
or subgrantee including the manner by which it will be
effected and the basis for settlement. (All contracts in
excess of $10,000)
Pursuant to the above, when federal funds are expended
by ESC Region 8 and TIPS Members, ESC Region 8 and
TIPS Members reserves the right to terminate any
agreement in excess
of $10,000 resulting from this procurement process for
cause after giving the vendor an appropriate opportunity
and up to 30 days, to cure the causal breach of terms and
conditions. ESC Region 8 and
TIPS Members reserves the right to terminate any
agreement in excess of $10,000 resulting from this
procurement process for convenience with 30 days notice
in writing to the awarded vendor. The vendor
would be compensated for work performed and goods
procured as of the termination date if for convenience of
the ESC Region 8 and TIPS Members. Any award under
this procurement process is not exclusive and the ESC
Region 8 and TIPS reserves the right to purchase goods
and services from other vendors when it is in the best
interest of the ESC Region 8 and TIPS.
Does vendor agree?
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61 2 CFR PART 200 Clean Air Act Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401-7671q.) and the Federal Yes
Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251-1387), as
amended—Contracts and subgrants of amounts in excess
of $150,000 must contain a provision that requires the
non-Federal award to agree to comply with all applicable
standards, orders or regulations issued pursuant to the
Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401-7671q) and the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act as amended (33 U.S.C.
1251-1387). Violations must be reported to the Federal
awarding agency and the Regional Office of the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
Pursuant to the Clean Air Act, et al above, when federal
funds are expended by ESC Region 8 and TIPS Members,
ESC Region 8 and TIPS Members requires that the
proposer certify that during the term of
an award by the ESC Region 8 and TIPS Members
resulting from this procurement process the vendor agrees
to comply with all of the above regulations, including all of
the terms listed and referenced therein.
Does vendor agree?

62 2 CFR PART 200 Byrd Anti-Lobbying Byrd Anti-Lobbying Amendment (31 U.S.C. Yes
Amendment 1352)—Contractors that apply or bid for an award

exceeding $100,000 must file the required certification.
Each tier certifies to the tier above that it will not and has
not used Federal appropriated funds to pay any person or
organization for influencing or attempting to influence an
officer or employee of any agency, a member of Congress,
officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a
member of Congress in connection with obtaining any
Federal contract, grant or any other award covered by 31
U.S.C. 1352. Each tier must also disclose any lobbying
with non-Federal funds that takes place in connection with
obtaining any Federal award. Such disclosures are
forwarded from tier to tier up to the non-Federal award.
Pursuant to the above, when federal funds are expended
by ESC Region 8 and TIPS Members, ESC Region 8 and
TIPS Members requires the proposer certify that during
the term and during the life of any contract with ESC
Region 8 and TIPS Members resulting from this
procurement process the vendor certifies to the terms
included or referenced herein.
Does vendor agree?

63 2 CFR PART 200 Federal Rule Compliance with all applicable standards, orders, or Yes
requirements issued under section 306 of the Clean Air
Act (42 U.S.C. 1857(h)), section 508 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. 1368), Executive Order 11738, and
Environmental Protection Agency regulations (40 CFR part
15). (Contracts, subcontracts, and subgrants of amounts in
excess of $100,000)
Pursuant to the above, when federal funds are expended
by ESC Region 8 and TIPS Members, ESC Region 8 and
TIPS Members requires the proposer certify that in
performance of the contracts, subcontracts, and subgrants
of amounts in excess of $100,000, the vendor will be in
compliance with all applicable standards, orders, or
requirements issued under section 306 of the Clean Air
Act (42 U.S.C. 1857(h)), section 508 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. 1368), Executive Order 11738, and
Environmental Protection Agency regulations (40 CFR part
15).
Does vendor certify that it is in compliance with the Clean
Air Act?
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64 2 CFR PART 200 Procurement of Recovered A non-Federal entity that is a state agency or agency of a Yes
Materials political subdivision of a state and its contractors must

comply with section 6002 of the Solid Waste Disposal Act,
as amended by the Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act. The requirements of Section 6002 include procuring
only items designated in guidelines of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) at 40 CFR part 247 that contain
the highest percentage of recovered materials practicable,
consistent with
maintaining a satisfactory level of competition, where the
purchase price of the item exceeds $10,000 or the value
of the quantity acquired during the preceding fiscal year
exceeded $10,000; procuring solid waste management
services in a manner that maximizes energy and resource
recovery; and establishing an affirmative procurement
program for procurement of recovered materials identified
in the EPA guidelines.
Does vendor certify that it is in compliance with the Solid
Waste Disposal Act as described above?

65 Indemnification The ESC Region 8 and TIPS is a Texas Political Yes
Subdivision and a local governmental entity; therefore, is
prohibited from
indemnifying third parties pursuant to the Texas
Constitution (Article 3, Section 52) except as specifically
provided by law or as
ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction. A provision in
a contract to indemnify or hold a party harmless is a
promise to pay for
any expenses the indemnified party incurs, if a specified
event occurs, such as breaching the terms of the contract
or negligently
performing duties under the contract. Article III, Section 49
of the Texas Constitution states that "no debt shall be
created by or on
behalf of the State ... " The Attorney General has
counseled that a contractually imposed obligation of
indemnity creates a "debt" in
the constitutional sense. Tex. Att'y Gen. Op. No. MW-475
(1982). Contract clauses which require the System or
institutions to
indemnify must be deleted or qualified with ''to the extent
permitted by the Constitution and Laws of the State of
Texas." Liquidated
damages, attorney's fees, waiver of vendor's liability, and
waiver of statutes of limitations clauses should also be
deleted or qualified
with "to the extent permitted by the Constitution and laws
of State of Texas."
Not a negotiable term. Failure to agree will render your
proposal non-responsive and it will not be considered. Do
you agree
to these terms?
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66 Remedies The parties shall be entitled to exercise any right or Yes, I Agree
remedy available to it either at law or in equity, subject to
the choice of law, venue
and service of process clauses limitations agreed herein.
Nothing in this agreement shall commit the TIPS to an
arbitration resolution
of any disagreement under any circumstances. Any Claim
arising out of or related to the Contract, except for those
specifically waived
under the terms of the Contract, may, after denial of the
Board of Directors, be subject to mediation at the request
of either party. Any
issues not resolved hereunder must be referred to
non-binding mediation to be conducted by a mutually
agreed upon mediator as a
prerequisite to the filing of any lawsuit over such issue(s).
The parties shall share the mediator’s fee and any
associated filing fee
equally. Mediation shall be held in Camp or Titus County,
Texas. Agreements reached in mediation shall be reduced
to writing, and
will be subject to the approval by the District's Board of
Directors, signed by the Parties if approved by the Board
of Directors, and, if
signed, shall thereafter be enforceable as provided by the
laws of the State of Texas.
Do you agree to these terms?

67 Remedies Explanation of No Answer

68 Choice of Law This agreement and any addenda or other additions and Yes
all contracts or awards resulting from this procurement
process, however described, shall be governed by,
construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the
State of Texas, regardless of any conflict of laws
principles.
Not a negotiable term. Failure to agree will render your
proposal non-responsive and it will not be considered. Do
you agree to these terms?

69 Jurisdiction and Service of Process Any Proceeding arising out of or relating to this Yes
procurement process or any contract issued by TIPS
resulting from or any
contemplated transaction shall be brought in a court of
competent jurisdiction in Camp County, Texas and each of
the parties
irrevocably submits to the exclusive jurisdiction of said
court in any such proceeding, waives any objection it may
now or hereafter
have to venue or to convenience of forum, agrees that all
claims in respect of the Proceeding shall be heard and
determined only in
any such court, and agrees not to bring any proceeding
arising out of or relating to this procurement process or
any contract resulting
from or any contemplated transaction in any other court.
The parties agree that either or both of them may file a
copy of this paragraph
with any court as written evidence of the knowing,
voluntary and freely bargained for agreement between the
parties irrevocably to
waive any objections to venue or to convenience of forum.
Process in any Proceeding referred to in the first sentence
of this Section
may be served on any party anywhere in the world. Venue
clauses in contracts with TIPS members may be
determined by the parties.
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Not a negotiable term. Failure to agree will render your
proposal non-responsive and it will not be considered. Do
you agree to these terms?

70 Alternative Dispute Resolution Prior to filing of litigation, the parties may select Yes, I Agree
non-binding mediation as a method of conflict resolution for
issues arising out of or relating to this procurement
process or any contract resulting from or any
contemplated transaction. The parties agree that if
nonbinding
mediation is chosen as a resolution process, the parties
must agree to the chosen mediator(s) and that all
mediation venue shall be at a location in Camp or Titus,
County, Texas agreed by the parties. The parties agree to
share equally the cost of the mediation process and venue
cost.
Do you agree to these terms?

71 Alternative Dispute Resolution Explanation of No
Answer

72 Infringement(s) The successful vendor will be expected to indemnify and Yes, I Agree
hold harmless the TIPS and its employees, officers,
agents, representatives, contractors, assignees and
designees from any and all third party claims and
judgments involving infringement of patent, copyright,
trade secrets, trade or service marks, and any other
intellectual or intangible property rights attributed to or
claims based on the Vendor's proposal or Vendor’s
performance of contracts awarded and approved.
Do you agree to these terms?

73 Infringement(s) Explanation of No Answer

74 Acts or Omissions The successful vendor will be expected to indemnify and Yes, I Agree
hold harmless the TIPS, its officers, employees, agents,
representatives, contractors, assignees and designees
from and against any and all liability, actions, claims,
demands or suits, and all related costs, attorney's fees and
expenses arising out of, or resulting from any acts or
omissions of the vendor or its agents, employees,
subcontractors, or suppliers in the execution or
performance of any agreements
ultimately made by TIPS and the vendor.
Do you agree to these terms?

75 Acts or Omissions Explanation of No Answer

76 Contract Governance Any contract made or entered into by the TIPS is subject Yes
to and is to be governed by Section 271.151 et seq, Tex
Loc Gov't Code. Otherwise, TIPS does not waive its
governmental immunities from suit or liability except to the
extent expressly waived by other applicable laws in clear
and unambiguous language.
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77 Payment Terms and Funding Out Clause Payment Terms: Yes
TIPS or TIPS members shall not be liable for interest or
late payment fees on past due balances at a rate higher
than permitted by the laws or regulations of the jurisdiction
of the TIPS Member.

Funding Out Clause:
Vendor agrees to abide by the laws and regulations,
including Texas Local Government Code § 271.903, or
any statutory or regulatory limitations of the jurisdiction of
any TIPS Member which governs contracts entered into by
the Vendor and TIPS or a TIPS Member that requires all
contracts approved by TIPS or a TIPS Member are subject
to the budgeting and appropriation of currently available
funds by the entity or its governing body.
See statute(s) for specifics or consult your legal counsel.
Not a negotiable term. Failure to agree will render your
proposal non-responsive and it will not be considered.
Do you agree to these terms?

78 Insurance and Fingerprint Requirements Insurance (No Response Required)
Information If applicable and your staff will be on TIPS member

premises for delivery, training or installation etc. and/or
with an automobile, you must carry automobile insurance
as required by law. You may be asked to
provide proof of insurance.
Fingerprint
It is possible that a vendor may be subject to Chapter 22
of the Texas Education Code. The Texas Education Code,
Chapter 22, Section 22.0834. Statutory language may be
found at: http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/
If the vendor has staff that meet both of these criterion:
(1) will have continuing duties related to the contracted
services; and
(2) has or will have direct contact with students
Then you have ”covered” employees for purposes of
completing the attached form.
TIPS recommends all vendors consult their legal counsel
for guidance in compliance with this law. If you have
questions on how to comply, see below. If you have
questions on compliance with this code section, contact
the Texas Department of Public Safety Non-Criminal
Justice Unit, Access and Dissemination Bureau,
FAST-FACT at
NCJU@txdps.state.tx.us and you should send an email
identifying you as a contractor to a Texas Independent
School District or ESC Region 8 and TIPS. Texas DPS
phone number is (512) 424-2474.
See form in the next attribute to complete entitled:
Texas Education Code Chapter 22 Contractor Certification
for Contractor Employees
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79 Texas Education Code Chapter 22 Contractor Introduction: Texas Education Code Chapter 22 requires None
Certification for Contractor Employees entities that contract with school districts to provide

services to obtain criminal history record information
regarding covered employees. Contractors must certify to
the district that they have complied. Covered employees
with disqualifying criminal histories are prohibited from
serving at a school district.
Definitions: Covered employees: Employees of a
contractor or subcontractor who have or will have
continuing duties related to the service to be performed at
the District and have or will have direct contact with
students. The District will be the final arbiter of what
constitutes direct contact with students. Disqualifying
criminal history: Any conviction or other criminal history
information designated by the District, or one of the
following offenses, if at the time of the offense, the victim
was under 18 or enrolled in a public school:
(a) a felony offense under Title 5, Texas Penal Code; (b)
an offense for which a defendant is required to register as
a sex offender under Chapter 62, Texas Code of Criminal
Procedure; or (c) an equivalent offense under federal law
or the laws of another state.
I certify that:
NONE (Section A) of the employees of Contractor and any
subcontractors are covered employees, as defined above.
If this box is checked, I further certify that Contractor has
taken precautions or imposed conditions to ensure that
the employees of Contractor and any subcontractor will
not become covered employees. Contractor will maintain
these precautions or conditions throughout the time the
contracted services are provided.
OR
SOME (Section B) or all of the employees of Contractor
and any subcontractor are covered employees. If this box
is checked, I further certify that:
(1) Contractor has obtained all required criminal history
record information regarding its covered employees. None
of the covered employees has a disqualifying criminal
history.
(2) If Contractor receives information that a covered
employee subsequently has a reported criminal history,
Contractor will immediately remove the covered employee
from contract duties and notify the District in writing within
3 business days.
(3) Upon request, Contractor will provide the District with
the name and any other requested information of covered
employees so that the District may obtain criminal history
record information on the covered employees.
(4) If the District objects to the assignment of a covered
employee on the basis of the covered employee's criminal
history record information, Contractor agrees to
discontinue using that covered employee to provide
services at the District.
Noncompliance or misrepresentation regarding this
certification may be grounds for contract termination.

80 Solicitation Deviation/Compliance Does the vendor agree with the General Conditions Yes
Standard Terms and
Conditions or Item Specifications listed in this proposal
invitation?
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81 Solicitation Exceptions/Deviations Explanation If the bidder intends to deviate from the General
Conditions Standard Terms and Conditions or Item
Specifications listed in this proposal invitation, all such
deviations must be listed on this attribute, with complete
and detailed conditions and information included or
attached.
TIPS will consider any deviations in its proposal award
decisions, and TIPS reserves the right to accept or reject
any bid based upon any deviations indicated below or in
any attachments or inclusions.
In the absence of any deviation entry on this attribute, the
proposer assures TIPS of their full compliance with the
Standard Terms and Conditions, Item Specifications, and
all other information contained in this Solicitation.

82 Agreement Deviation/Compliance Does the vendor agree with the language in the Vendor Yes
Agreement?

83 Agreement Exceptions/Deviations Explanation If the proposing Vendor desires to deviate form the Vendor
Agreement language, all such deviations must be listed on
this attribute, with complete and detailed conditions and
information included. TIPS will consider any deviations in
its proposal award decisions, and TIPS reserves the right
to accept or reject any proposal based upon any deviations
indicated below. In the absence of any deviation entry on
this attribute, the proposer assures TIPS of their full
compliance with the Vendor Agreement.
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Line Items

Response Total: $0.00



REFERENCES

Please provide three (3) references, preferably from school districts or other governmental entities who have used your services within

the last three years. Additional references may be required. DO NOT INCLUDE TIPS EMPLOYEES AS A REFERENCE.

You may provide more than three (3) references.

Entity Name Contact Person Email Phone

Stockton USD Ryan Sedillo rsedillo@stocktonusd.net 209-933-7030 x2332

Brentwood USD Tamara DeYoe tdeyoe@brentwood.k12.ca.us 925-513-6300 x2260

Round Rock ISD Vicky Arms (replaced Amanda Phillips) vicky_arms@roundrockisd.org 512-464-5962

mailto:rsedillo@stocktonusd.net#
mailto:tdeyoe@brentwood.k12.ca.us#
mailto:vicky_arms@roundrockisd.org#
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Can	  I	  return	  items?	  
Yes.	  We	  accept	  all	  returns	  in	  new	  condition	  without	  
questions	  and	  will	  either	  send	  you	  a	  replacement	  or	  
refund	  your	  purchase	  price.	  It’s	  your	  choice.	  Returns	  
must	  be	  made	  within	  30	  days.	  
We	  use	  every	  source	  possible	  to	  provide	  you	  with	  
accurate	  product	  descriptions.	  The	  shipping	  and	  
handling	  charge	  is	  not	  refundable.	  Chemicals	  are	  not	  
returnable	  for	  any	  reason.	  
Digital	  microscopes	  have	  specified	  warranties	  that	  will	  
apply.	  
	  

Damaged	  Merchandise	  
If	  you	  receive	  a	  shipment	  containing	  damaged	  
merchandise,	  please	  notify	  us	  immediately.	  We	  must	  file	  
a	  claim	  and	  will	  advise	  you	  on	  whether	  to	  return	  the	  
damaged	  goods.	  
	  



Southern Science Supply, LLC 
 

Magnify what you do with the MicroSight and ProScope 
microscopes. These magnificent microscopes are available in USB, 
WiFi, and portable models and will allow you to see the world in 
brilliant detail. Many accessories are available for each model as 
well as unique specimen observation kits, activity books, and 
lesson plan booklets. Come scope us out!   
 
 
Website – www.southernsciencesupply.com 
 
Catalog - https://southernsciencesupply.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/catalog-
2017.pdf 
 
 

http://www.southernsciencesupply.com/
https://southernsciencesupply.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/catalog-2017.pdf
https://southernsciencesupply.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/catalog-2017.pdf
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PRODUCT CATALOG
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Science Supply
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About Southern Science Supply

Welcome to Southern Science Supply!
Southern Science Supply is owned and operated by Carol Espensen, a 30 year veteran of teaching in Texas. Carol understands 
the benefits of hands-on science instruction. She is passionate about fanning the spark of scientific inquiry in students from 4-94. 
Carol, as the face of Southern Science Supply, travels across the country supporting teachers, labs, research centers, museums 
and families as they connect with science in fun and meaningful ways. Many of our microscopes are used by students, teachers, 
scientists and hobbyists around the world. The MicroSight has even found its way into television shows, criminal investigations, 
doctors’ offices and even NASA. We hope you enjoy our products. Let us know how we can help you!

Southern Science Supply Founder
Carol Espensen

The Story of Ed, The Southern Science Supply Frog

Growing up in rural San Antonio, I was surrounded by acres and acres to explore. Butterflies emerging, walking sticks, birds, 
snakes and more greeted me daily. My love of the outdoors and discovery began at an early age. When visiting family in 
Louisiana, I had new habitats to explore. I have fond memories of my grandfather, “Poppy” as I called him, walking me down to 
the bayou. He always told animated stories; one of my favorites follows. As we walked down to the bayou, he would say, “Do 
you hear that little bitty frog? Then in a high pitched voice he’d say, “toe deep, toe deep?” I’d nod, yes. “What about that one.” 
he’d ask. Then in a slightly lower voice he’d say, “ankle-deep, ankle-deep.” In a still lower voice he’d point and say, “That’s ‘knee 
deep, knee deep’ over there.” And in the lowest voice possible he’d croak “belly deep, belly deep” and then tell me about 
the biggest frog in the bayou. I’d giggle. And with that, my fascination with frogs began. My imaginary friend “Ed” was born, 
affectionately named after my grandfather. And, now, too, for “EDucation!“ So, how did I end up here? I began teaching in 1978 
and retired in 2013. Always passionate about putting science in the hands of students, Southern Science Supply was founded in 
2012, and naturally, Ed came along for the ride. Today, he has lots of friends all over the USA!

S
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OPEN YOUR EYES. OPEN YOUR WORLD.
Southern Science Supply Digital Microscopes
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•  Includes 5 focal tips ( 15x, 30x, 50x, 150x, 100x/200x )

•  Focus from 10x-200x

•  3 year warranty 

•  Best seller & most durable

•  Sturdy Z stand (pictured) available separately

•  Capture images, movies, time lapse photography or even draw, label or measure on any   
    captured image

•  Compatible with all Mac and PC computers. The microscopes are also compatible with 
    Chromebooks via the USB

MicroSight 1.3MP 10-200x (USB) 



MicroSight 1.3MP 500x (USB) 
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•   Fixed focus at 500x

•   Perfect for prepared slides and water sample 

•   3 year warranty

•   Best seller & most durable

•   Capture images, movies, time lapse photography or even draw, label or measure on any           
captured image

•   Compatible with all Mac and PC computers. The microscopes are also compatible with          
Chromebooks via the USB

MicroSight 1.3MP 500x (USB) 



6   www.southernsciencesupply.com  tel 877 968 7522

•  Includes 4 focal tips ( 15x, 30x, 50x, 100x/200x )

•  Focus from 10x-200x

•  3 year warranty 

•  Best seller & most durable

•  Capture images, movies, time lapse photography or even draw, label or measure on any   
    captured image

•  Compatible with all Mac and PC computers. The microscope is also compatible with 
    Chromebooks via the USB

MicroSight 5MP 10-200x (USB) - Superior Resolution
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•   Fixed focus at 500x

•   Perfect for prepared slides and water sample 

•   3 year warranty

•   Best seller & most durable

•   Capture images, movies, time lapse photography or even draw, label or measure on any 
     captured image

•   Compatible with all Mac and PC computers. The microscope is also compatible with 
     Chromebooks via the USB

MicroSight 5MP 500x (USB) - Superior Resolution 
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MicroZoom 2MP 10-200x (USB)

•   Includes 4 focal tips ( 20x, 40x, 60x/200x, 80x/150x )

•   Focus from 10x – 200x

•   2 year warranty

•   8 LEDs and adjustable brightness

•   Capture images, movies, time lapse photography or even draw,
     label or measure on any captured image

•   Compatible with all Mac and PC computers. The microscope is also compatible with 
     Chromebooks via the USB
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MicroZoom 1.3MP 10-200x (WiFi or USB)

•   Includes 4 focal tips ( 20x, 40x, 60x/200x, 80x/150x )

•   Focus from 10x – 200x

•   1 year warranty

•   8 LEDs and adjustable brightness

•   Capture images, movies, time lapse photography or even draw,
     label or measure on any captured image

•   Compatible with all Mac and PC computers. The microscope is also compatible with 
     Chromebooks via the USB
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ProScope HR2 with 50x Lens

•   Touch and view at 50x

•   1-10x, 30x, 100x, 200x, 400x lenses available

•   2 year warranty

•   2 mega pixels

•   Capture images, movies, time lapse photography or even draw, label or measure on any                                 
     captured image
 
•   Compatible with all Mac and PC computers
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ProScope Mobile with 50x Lens

•   Touch and view at 50x

•   1-10x, 30x, 100x, 200x, 400x lenses available

•   2 year warranty

•   2 mega pixels

•   Capture images, movies, time lapse photography or even draw, label or measure on                                     
     any captured image

•   Compatible only with Apple Products
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Portable 5MP (SD Card)

•   Includes 2 focal tips ( 20x, 40x )

•   Focus from 10x-200x, 1-4x digital zoom on top of that

•   2 year warranty

•   8 LEDs and adjustable brightness

•   3” TFT live view screen

•   Capture images, movies, time lapse photography to SD card

•   No connection is needed, video out cord for smart TVs

•   Rechargeble Lithium-ion battery
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Best Seller - MicroSight Explorer Kit

“Scope” this out! This MicroSight Explorer Kit is one of our most popular 
kits! It contains the most durable camera offered! It even comes with a 
THREE YEAR WARRANTY! 
Included in this kit: 
• The MicroSight 10x-200x Microscope WITH FOCAL TIPS allowing you 

to precisely focus at 15x, 30x, 50x, 150x and 100x/200x
• A sturdy metal Z stand
• Two CDs with teacher resourses and lesson plan ideas
• A  6-Piece collection and display set
• Exciting specimens to view immediately when your kit arrives
• A medium soft case 

Of course the software for Mac and PC is also included.

All kits available with 5MP model microscope.

Best Seller - MicroSight Advanced Kit 

This kit will give you twice the fun! With TWO USB MicroSight Microscopes, 
one that will focus from 10x-200x and a SECOND microscope that is fixed at 
500x, you can now let your images do the talking! The 10-200x microscope 
COMES WITH 4 ADDITIONAL FOCAL TIPS allowing you unmatched detail 
at 15x, 30x, 50x, 150x, 100x/200x and the second microscope is FIXED AT 
500x allowing spectacular views of slides and wonderful water samples. If 
that isn’t enough, you will find:
• A large soft case 
• A backlit LED XYZ stand. This precision XYZ motion allows easy viewing 

of prepared slides and aquatic samples. This stand uses 4 AAA batteries 
(included) or can be powered with the included USB cable. 

• A 10 Pc. collection and display set
• Two teacher resource CDs filled with lesson plans and resources
• An assorted set of 5 prepared slides
• A sensational set of specimen samples are also included 
 
The devil is in the details and we didn’t leave anything out of this kit!
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Slide Preparation Kits

12 plain slides
2 single well concavity slides 
100 glass coverslips
Plastic slide box for 25 slides

12 plain glass slides
2 single well concavity slides 
100 cover slips
2 disposable pipets
1 plastic slide storage box for 25 slides  
1 – 30mL bottle of Eosyn Y
1 – 15mL bottle of Methylene Blue

12 plain glass slides
2 single well concavity slides 
100 cover slips 
2 disposable pipets
1 plastic slide storage box for 25 slides
Cleaning Paper, 100 sheets
1 – 4.5 ” stainless steel coverslip forcep
1 – 30mL bottle of Eosyn Y 
1 – 15mL bottle of Methylene Blue

Basic Intermediate Advanced



www.southernsciencesupply.com  tel 877 968 7522   15   

Stands

This Microscope Z Stand makes using the hand 
held microscope easy for anyone! Place the 
microscope into the stand and easily grade coins 
and stamps, solder electronics, inspect textiles or 
enjoy specimens from nature…all hands free.

Stand and deliver! That’s what this flexible 
Gooseneck Stand does. It is 14 Inches tall 
and has a heavy base, a 14” flexible arm with a 
universal swivel mount. Position any MicroSight 
or MicroZoom digital microscope in any 
orientation for optimal sample viewing. 

This LED XYZ backlit stand brings the traditional 
world to the digital world! The backlit light 
allows light to pass through your prepared 
slides and water samples with ease. Of course 
you can adjust the intensity of the light on the 
stand as well as on any of our microscopes 
themselves. The LED XYZ stand allows for 
movement in 3 directions for easy focusing and 
movement of prepared slides and specimens. 
Battery or USB powered.

Z Stand Gooseneck Stand Backlit LED XYZ
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Specimen Observation Kits

Explore, compare and contrast, describe, research, and enjoy nature with authentic specimens. You can explore marine, mammal, reptile, bird, and fish animal 
coverings, explore a variety of feathers, observe amazing insect exoskeleton structures, compare fibers and woven fabrics, discover the hidden secrets of the 
marine world, observe how seeds travel, and be awestruck by the differences in a variety of sugar and salt crystals. Extensive lesson ideas and background 
information is included in each kit for your convenience.

Themed kits are the perfect way to bring the microscopic world alive in your home or classroom.
Choose from the following:
Marine
Feathers
Fibers
Animal Coverings
Sugar, Salt & Crystals
How Seeds Travel
FUN!
Insects
 
Specimens from all 8 themed kits are found in the MEGA kit.
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Real Curriculum Activity Books

Set of 12 Activity Books

1. Intro to the Hand-Held Microscope
2. Show Me the Money
3. Look At My Threads
4. Fingerprint Detective
5. What Are Your True Colors?
6. Different Environments – Different Plants
7. Starting With Seeds
8. Solar Powered Plants
9. How Plants Grow
10. More Than A Pretty Face (Flowers)
11. Do Cell Phones Have Cells?
12. Take Cover! (Animal Coverings)

Books available individually and in other popular combinations 
on-line.

Each Real Curriculum Activity Book follows a tested, highly successful, user-
friendly format, including simple, step-by-step instructions for use in guiding 
the student(s), and easy-to-understand background information so that you 
can understand the science involved without having to be an expert. 

These lessons are designed to improve a child’s ability to observe and 
think analytically while he/she is highly engaged in a hands-on activity that 
develops a rich understanding of scientific inquiry. Because the lessons spark 
interest, they are excellent launch pads for further study. The lessons also 
lend themselves to flexibility to allow for the individual needs of students. 
Designed for grades K-5.

NEW!!! All books now available in digital format!
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Natural World Close-Up Book

The Natural World Close Up is OUT OF PRINT! Stock is limited to inventory on hand.

The Natural World Close Up book is an incredible journey through the wondrous diversity, 
complexity and majesty of the natural world as seen up close. More than 300 extraordinary 
close-up photographs reveal the intimate details of nature’s most remarkable creations. 

Spectacular high-magnification images zoom in on the most amazing details of plants, animals 
and natural features of our planet. Like a moving zoom lens, the subject is viewed closer and 
closer until it no longer resembles the familiar subject first shown.

Concise, informative text accompanies the book’s photographs. Leafy sea dragons, poison 
arrow frogs, leaf stomata, fern spores, quartz crystals, metamorphic rocks, glacier ice, rainbows 
— the world will never again appear the same.

Ideal for all nature lovers, conservationists, wildlife watchers, and zoologists, this stunning visu-
al reference is perfect for revealing the beauty and diversity of the natural world.
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How to Find Us

Have a question or comment?

Call us toll free:
877-YOURLAB (877-968-7522)
Fax: 210-805-9319
8:00am – 6:00pm Central Time M-S

Or write us at:
SOUTHERN SCIENCE SUPPLY
1248 AUSTIN HIGHWAY
#106-118
SAN ANTONIO, TX 78209

Or email us directly using the emails listed below.
Customer Service: sales@southernsciencesupply.com
Technical Questions: carol@southernsciencesupply.com

S

Scope us out!

southernsciencesupply.com
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